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2008 India Day Celebration


AIA Board Meeting, Tuesday, Aug 26 2008

Eighth  Board meeting

Present:,  Shyam Koppikar, Anuradha Palaparti,  Randeep Talwar, Sanjay Limaye, Ranjeet Dasgupta,  Milind Ranade, Kumud Gupta, Vinay Dhodda,
Absent with Apologies:  Kamlesh Saini ,Aruna Chakravarty, Umesh Agarwal, Rajaraman, Vijay Setluri, , Krishna Sejapati, Amit Mangar, Nihal Ahmed,
Absent without Apologies: Sandhya Patel, Abhik Bhattacharya, Shantanu Debnath, , Gurdip Brar, , Lokesh Khanna, Aek Kashatry, Badrinath Lankella, Prabhakaran, 
Minutes of the last meeting:  Not available as Amit (our secretary) did not provide them.

Brief out line on India Day Preparations:

MC:  Vinay & Kamlesh

16 cultural programs expected to last about 90 minutes

Audio system is considered adequate.  AIA has three microphones. Ranjeet Dasgupta to provide one more from Bengali Assocn. AIA has two speakers.  One of them has a hissing sound.  May need a replacement next year. We may need recorded national anthems for the US and India as a stand by.

AIA has four tents. We may need to buy two more, as we will need a cover for the stalls (food, mehndi, and associated bank) and ticket selling counter.

Food: No confirmed quote yet.  The quotes vary from $4.50 to $11.00per person menu provided by AIA. Badri who was following on the quotes was not available. A decision will be taken after talking to him.  Some snacks will be ordered through Prabhakaran.  Sale will be through coupons.  $1 for pop or tea, $1 for laddoo. $2.50 for lassi, $4 for snacks (khmann, samosa, bhel puri), $6.00 for lunch, 

Tables and chairs will be available from the church a donation of $50 to the church expected. Table stalls are available to rent at $15.00 for non-profit organizations and $25.00 all others.  Please contact the President, Shyam Koppikar, (shaym1944@hotmail.com, Ph: 848-4855) for details. 

Decorations:  AIA has some decoration materials.  Shyam and Anu will provide India flags. Members are encouraged to bring/provide appropriate decorations, if they have.  Please contact the President, Shyam Koppikar (shaym1944@hotmail.com, Ph: 848-4855) to coordinate on decorations.

Some members want to display posters on India’s achievements.  We will try to buy some poster stands. Randeep will provide one, courtesy Best Western.  If other members have such poster stands to display posters, please contact the President, Shyam Koppikar (shaym1944@hotmail.com, Ph: 848-4855).

University Mall Inspection:  Shyam and Vinay to visit the premises and gauge the requirements.

Political Initiative( There was some discussion on AIA’s support to Presidential candidates and political initiatives.  The discussion touched several issues, ranging from tax –exempt status, tax id, validity of AIA registration, change of name, change of national affiliation,  tax filing etc and became very nebulous. Due to complexities and lack of resources and time, the president

 decided to stop further work on this and let the next president deal with this issue. 

Deewali Day(  Shyam will explore the availability of the Verona High school for the Deewali day celebration on Saturday Oct 25 or Nov 01 or Nov 8.

� We have received the quotes and order will be placed with the most competitive bidder.


� President’s note( Normally, I do not provide my personal comments, but I believe that by not getting involved in presidential election, we are losing a historic opportunity to gain a visibility and political support for our community.






