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AIA Board Meeting, Sunday, April 26, 2009

Present: Aruna Chakravarty, Amit Mangar, Kamlesh Saini, Nitin Saini, Shashwati Bhatacharya, Kumud Gupta, Preeta Guptan, Biswajit Patti, Namita Baswatia.
Mothers Day: Event date moved to Saturday, June 6th, 2009 due to non-availability of space on earlier preferred dates. Venue would be Verona High School. More on event planning at end of the Minutes.

Father’s Day Picinc:  Event date moved to Saturday July 11th, 2009 to provide enough planning time after Mother’s Day. Proposed locations to be explored: Wingra Park, Gov. Nelson Park, Lakeview Park, Hyatt Park, or the park near Tree Farm  (Aruna will dig more about the name, directions, availability, etc.).

India Day: Unanimous preference for event date still at Saturday August 15th, 2009. Preferred location - Capitol Square. Bisawajit to find out what will take to make it happen. To promote maximum community participation it was suggested to have a Fancy Dress Competitions for kids. The dress should represent traditional attire of their state in India. All participants to be given a consolation (goodie bag) prize – preferably sponsored by a business. A panel of 4 judges (2 males, 2 females, no participant kids of their own) will decide 1st, 2nd, and 3rd prizes.

Diwali Celebrations: Event date preference still remains for Saturday, October 10th, 2009. A bigger venue needs to be explore that can handle upwards of 500 people along with fireworks.  The program format would be Cultural Program (comprising Cream-de-la-cream local performers / performances / talents of the year – by invitation) + Troup from Chicago + Fireworks; and dinner of course. All Board Members are advised to keenly (and critically?) observe and make note of various performers / performances / talents throughout the year at various AIA and non-AIA events to help identify the ‘cream’ for inviting to performing at Diwali Celebrations.
AIA Web: Namita Baswatia will be helping out with revamping and restructuring the Website. Saswati will send her a link to BAM website for ideas. Namita will take a first stab at it and present it in the next Board Meeting on Sunday, May 17th, 2009 for critiquing.

Mother’s Day Planning: Preeta will lead the cultural program planning. Nitin will organize youth MC(s) The responsibility of getting catering quotes were distributed as under:

Kumud Gupta
-
Taste Of India

Amit Mangar
-
Maharaja East, Maharani, Taj India

Aruna Rajgopal
-
Swaagat

Kamlesh Saini
-
Maharaja West, India Durbar

Ticket pricing to be – Adults $15 (Member mother free), Member Kids $ 8, non-member kids $10. This may have to be revised based on final quotes from restaurants. It was felt best to provide bottled water only with dinner to avoid mess. All Board members are encouraged to procure advertisements from area businesses in the form of banners for the event, or ads for website. Kumud Gupta to reaffirm advertisement rates through email to the Board.

Miscellaneous: Board members are encouraged to procure sponsorships and advertisements from area businesses and their employers to generate general funds.
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