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Annual General Body Meeting, Saturday, February 21, 2009

Shorewood Community Center, 5:30 to 8:30PM  

Presidents Address: President Mr. Shyam Kopikar recapped the events organized by AIA in 2008 Calendar Year and acknowledged the contributions of the past Presidents per tradition. Check presentation link.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Mr. Badri Lankela presented the Treasurer’s Report for Financial Year ’08 – ’09  Check Presentation link.

Vote of Thanks : Outgoing President Mr. Shyam Kopikar gave a Vote of Thanks to his 2008 Committee and Board Members, acknowledging individual’s contribution to the organization, and introduced Ms. Aruna Rajgopal, the current President Elect as the new President for Year 2009.

Introduction of new Board and Commitee: New President Ms. Aruna Rajgopal gave a Vote of Thanks to 2008 President Mr. Shyam Kopikar. Ms. Aruna outlined the objectives and events for Year 2009, and presented an overall vision of long-term direction for AIA. She then introduced her Committee and Board Members for 2009. Check presentation link
New Board & Committee Swearing-In Ceremony: Outgoing President Mr. Shyam Kopikar conducted the swearing in ceremony for the 2009 Committee and Board Members.

NSF Presentation: Mr. M.S.Rao gave a presentation on North South Foundation and it’s work in promoting academic excellence in Indian kids in both America and India. For more details please visit www.northsouth.org.

Q&A Session: Meeting was then opened for question – answers and suggestions from AIA members. Suggestions and Action Items that came out of this session and the meeting at large are as under:

· Donations can be made to other tax exempt organizations like YMCA to avoid taxes.

· Members Directory should be better organized (like alphabetically), and should list all members – past and present.

· Members can and should support Asia Wisconsin magazine through subscription, ads and articles.

· Members can and should participate in diversity oriented organizations like Wisconsin Organization for Asian American to increase visibility for AIA.

· Events should be planned ahead of time in coordination with other Indian organizations to avoid conflicts on dates.

· There should be better documentation of major cost centers by events or better cost management of future events.

· Currently AIA-Madison is a chapter of the parent national organization. Members suggested that AIA-Madison should break away from the national organization and re-incorporate itself as an independent entity to reap tax benefits. The next board must also take into consideration the IRS requirements involved in this.

· Surplus funds available should be used toward upgrading various aging assets of AIA, especially the electronic equipments

The evening’s activities concluded with the New President presenting a gift of appreciation to the Outgoing President and a delicious dinner catered by India Durbar Restaurant.

Miscellaneous:
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