ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA

MADISON, WISCONSIN

http://www.aiamadison.com>
[image: image1.png]Association of Indians in America

Wisconsin Chapter




AIA Board First Meeting

Wednesday, Jan 28, 2009

Attendees: Aruna Rajgoplan, Sanjay Limaye, Badrinath Lankella, Shyam Koppikar, Milind Ranade, Kumud Gupta, Gopalkrishna, Shashank Partha, Saswati Bhattacharya

Minutes of the last meeting: Accepted

Agenda for this meeting: Accepted

Points Discussed: The President Elect Aruna Rajagopal introduced her board and new positions. Minutes from the 12th 2008 Board Meeting was discussed. Below are the high level points discussed in this meeting:

AIA Support to AHA: Some concerns were raised to the proposal that the current President Mr. Shyam made at the luncheon regarding supporting AHA in their project to build a community center. To address this, it was suggested to have  a meeting with all the past presidents and the key community members .

2009 Goals for the new AIA Board: The Board decided the following goals for 2009: 

· Maintain an inventory of AIA assets and come up with the process of check out and check in of the items. The inventory list shall be posted in the AGM for community comments.

· Add Flags and event associated Banners to the asset.

· Update the AIA website

· AIA provides many voluntary opportunities like Highway Cleaning, Arboretum work, Asha, Combat blindness foundation, North South foundation, to name a few. The goal is to make these opportunities known and get more support for the same from the community. 

· On the same lines, Indian elderly folks may need help commuting to the events. Provide ride share facilities for elderly and UW students for all AIA events. Kumud has volunteered to setup a list of such folks to be made available during the AGM. 

· Shashank Partha, the treasurer, will research for a better Bank and rates to transfer the AIA account to.

· There is a pressing need to start filing tax for AIA using the 1099. The goal is to initiate this starting 2009 to facilitate the growth of AIA in coming years to be eligible for non profit status as per the IRS guidelines.

· A file shall be created with detailed financials and legal documents which can be handed down year after year to the Presidents.

· There are about 2000 Indian families in and around Madison area. Our goal is to popularize AIA and increase the membership.

Support Asia Wisconzin Magazine: In order to support and thank Heidi Pascal for her continued patronage to AIA, the committee has decided to give a full page advertisement. Saswati Bhattacharya, the Media Chair, will write an article on AIA based on the information provided by the Board. The same shall be reviewed by the Board and provided to Heidi. Timeline for the same is:

· Board members to provide discussion points to Saswati by Feb 8th
· Saswati to share the draft with the Board by Feb 15th
· Review and finalization of the material by Feb 25th.

Event Dates & Venue: The following dates were discussed for the events of 2009. Board to review these and provide their feedback through email:

· Graduation Banquet – March 28th,  March 29th , April 18th or April 19th. Other associations have planned events during the month of April, so the March dates are preferred. One of the venue suggested was Madison Concourse Hotel @ Dayton St. Any other suggestions are welcome. Russ Feingold (Saswati) and Senator Kohl (Kumud) were suggested as the chief guests. Other suggestions are welcome.

· Mother’s Day is celebrated on May 10th – Preferred date is May 16th. East side High school venue was suggested but not preferred due to the bad sound system. Alternatives are being considered.

· Father’s Day is celebrated on June 21st – Suggested dates are June 20th or June 27th. 

· India Day – Preferred date is Aug 15th and venue Capital Square. Venue still being scrutinized due to logistics.

· Diwali celebrated on Oc 17th. Preferred date is Oct 10th and venue Verona High School. 

· AGM for 2010 – Preferred date is Jan 9th 2010.

