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BE A MEMBER AND STRENGTHEN THE COMMUNITY

	2007 Committee Members

President: 

Anuradha Palaparti
   

Palaparti@yahoo.com     

608-827-5892

President Elect: 

Shyam Koppikar

shyam1944@hotmail.com 

608-848-4855

Cultural Coordinator: 

Aruna Rajagopal


aru_chaks@msn.com      

608-320-0567

Secretary: 

Badrinath Lankella

hellobadri@yahoo.com 

608-467-1598

Treasurer: 

Vijayasaradhi Setaluri
     

vjsetaluri@hotmail.com 

608-203-5052

Immediate Past president: 

Sarita Jha



Sarita_jha@lycos.com

608-836-4044  
Newsletter Editor

Krishna Sijapati


	PRESIDENT’S NOTE
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for electing me to serve as the AIA President for the year 2007. I hope to live up to your expectations. In order to do so, I need your support and your enthusiastic participation in all events. 

I am extremely thankful to all the members of the committee and the members-at-large for accepting my invitation to be a part of the team this year.   

Please extend your support by considering the following:

· Become an AIA member – The membership fee is $20 and Life time membership is $300 

· Attend all the organized events

· Volunteer to help with Mother’s day cooking. Traditionally, the men have been cooking for the Mother’s day function 

· Volunteer for the highway cleaning activity. Please contact Dr. Balachandran for details

· Bring your kids to the event at the arboretum to learn and develop an interest in plants

· Inform the new Indian families who have moved into Madison and the surrounding areas about the AIA activities and bringing them into AIA family

· We are looking for new ideas to improve the AIA activities. Please email your thoughts and opinions. 

With your support, I hope that all of us will have a fun and enjoyable 2007. 

Thank you

Anuradha Palaparti

President 2007 



	Members at Large:

Krishna Sijapati 

sijapati@charter.net  

608-222-0646 

Sakthivel Prabakaran

prabas2002@hotmail.com     

608-271-9881

Swaminathan Balachandran 

balachas@uwplatt.edu  

608-848-6780

Lalitha Balachandran

lalidot@hotmail.com 

608-669-6780

Kumud Gupta

realestatemadisonwi@yahoo.com 

608-277-0895

Raja Raman

rraman@tds.net

608-833-8832

Sandhya Patel

asitpatel@tds.net 

608-848-2724

Amit Manger

amitmangar@yahoo.com 

608-833-8832

Milind Ranade

milind_ranade@hotmail.com 

608-886-3271
Padmaja Katta

pkatta@amfam.com 

608-833-8832

Hasmukh Rajani

RajRajani@hotmail.com 

608-268-5812

Randeep Talwar

rst_1108@yahoo.com 

Phone: 608-845-3570

Naveen Aditya

naveen_aditya_2000@yahoo.com 

608-833-8832

Venu Pittala

venu_pittala@hotmail.com 

608-833-9503

Alka Sharma

nsharma@meriter.com 

608-833-8832

Neena Shah

nshah@charter.net

608-824-9891

Anupama Khanna

anupama.khanna@epibio.com

608-848-2739
	Upcoming event: Mother’s Day

	
	"All that I am my mother made me."             John Quincy Adams
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	Cultural Programs for Kids and Adults

Raffle Tickets

Arts and Crafts 

Activities for Kids



	
	Date: 
      Saturday, May 5th 2007

Location:    Badger Ridge Middle School


      740 Main Street, Verona


	
	Program Information:

Social Hour:                      5:00 to 5:30 PM

Kids Cultural Program:      5:30 to 6:30 PM

Dinner:
                            6:30 to 8:00 PM

Adults Cultural Program:  8:00 to 9:00 PM 

Kids Arts and Crafts activities: 8:00 to 9:00 PM

	
	Please let us know if you can 

1) Help with cooking - every year the men get together and cook for the event.

2) Present a cultural program

3) Help with arts and crafts activities for children

4) Donate time or money!

Ticket information to follow soon!

	
	Father’s Day Picnic: June end. AIA might combine the picnic with Madison Area Telugu Association, Tamil sangham and/or AHA.

Highway Cleaning: Four times a year. Once in spring (April/may), twice in summer and once in fall (Sep/Oct). Dates are dependent on the weather conditions.

Arboretum: 3-4 times a year. Once in spring (April/May), twice in summer and once in fall (Sep/Oct). Dates are dependent on the coordinator from Arboretum.

India Day: September 15th
Diwali: Second week of November (tentative)


Highway Cleaning: Please Volunteer
The 2007 highway cleaning schedule has been out.  The AIA of Madison has adopted 1.5 miles of 14W from CTH MM (Oregon, WI) to the Byrne Road Bridge to keep it clean throughout the year.  Dr. Swaminathan and Lalitha Balachandran coordinated this program for the last 4 years.  It has been the tradition that volunteers gather at Dr. Balachandran’s house, have breakfast, and proceed for the cleanup works.  The work takes about an hour, a number of garbage bags full of trash are collected on the roadside, and the city crew picks up after the clean up work is done.

Every year, 40 to 50 volunteers clean the assigned areas 3 times a year, spring, summer, and fall.  The highway section to be cleaned starts from the sign and ends at the “Optimist Club” sign. Only the right-hand-side of that section has to be cleaned and the left side is cleaned by other organizations 

If you are interested please contact Swaminathan Balachandran at balachas@uwplatt.edu or phone 608-848-6780 (H) 
RELEVANT TOPIC
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	Mother’s Day History

Different countries celebrate Mother's Day on various days of the year because the day has a number of different origins. One school of thought claims this day emerged from a custom of mother worship in ancient Greece. Mother worship — which kept a festival to Cybele, a great mother of gods, and (mythology), the wife of Cronus; was held around the Vernal Equinox around Asia Minor and eventually in Rome itself from the Ides of March (March 15 to March 18). The Romans also had another holiday, Matronalia that was dedicated to Juno, though mothers were usually given gifts on this day.

US History

In the United States, social activist Julia Ward Howe copied Mother’s Day from England after the American Civil War with a call to unite women against war. She wrote the Mother's Day Proclamation. In the UK, the day now simply celebrates motherhood and thanking mothers. According to the National Restaurant Association, in the United States Mother's Day is now the most popular day of the year to dine out at a restaurant.

Julia Ward Howe wrote the Mother's Day Proclamation in 1870, as a call for peace and disarmament. 
Many people follow the custom of wearing a carnation on Mother's Day.
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ACTIVITIES 

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING
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The AIA-Madison held its annual general body meeting on February 10th, 2007 at the Divine Savior United Methodist Church.  The main purpose of the meeting was to report the performance of AIA in 2006 to the members, elect new executive committee and plan activities for 2007.   The 2006 president Sarita Jha administered the oath of office to the new president Anuradha Palaparti and officers for 2007.  According to AIA by-laws president and board members can remain only for one year term.  
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The program started with the National anthems of India and the United States.  In the beginning 2006 president Sarita Jha welcomed all AIA members and also recognized all past presidents of the Association.  She presented a report of goals and achievements of 2006.  Besides executing the annual programs like graduation banquet, Mother’s day, summer picnic, Children’s program, India day, and Diwali program, she mentioned that AIA made some special achievements during the past year.  Those achievements were bringing awareness of AIA in the community, increased number of sponsorship for the AIA functions, increased number of members and involved multi-ethnic representation in AIA functions.  

In the annual fiscal report, Treasurer, Rakesh Arora reported that in the last three years, 2006 was the first year AIA made a positive figure of $1,390.00 in the annual programs. He also managed to invest surplus fund in high yielding investment.   

The incoming president Anuradha Palaparti offered the vision and programs for 2007.  She emphasized that the entire program she envisioned to execute in 2007 will be done with the collective efforts of all board members.  During the question/answer session she invited members to provide their feedback to improve the program in 2007.  A good number of members expressed their opinion to take appropriate measures for improving the quality of AIA activities.
Before the end of the program, couple of people from charitable organizations appealed participants to support humanitarian causes in India.  John Pinto, a long time AIA member talked about the Combat Blindness Foundation and explained its role in minimizing blindness in India.  Similarly Milind Ranade explained the role of Care for Children operated by the Art of Living Foundation and its support for the benefit of children in India.  At the end delicious Indian dinner was served to all participants.  
GRADUATES AND VOLUNTEERS HONORED
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The AIA of Madison honored graduates of Indian descendents and also conferred life-time achievement awards to two long time volunteers in the community. 
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The graduation banquet program was held on Saturday, April 9, 2007 at the at the Westside Club, 437 County Road M, Madison, WI  53719.  A total of 75 people including graduates, parents and guests participated in the program.  AIA honored five graduates ranging from high school to Ph. D. levels. 
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The program started with the National anthems of India and the United States. Natalia performed North Indian classical dance of Lord Krishna.   The performance was beautiful and cheered the audience.
Welcoming the new graduates, parents, and chief guest, Anuradha Palaparti mentioned that it is the AIA tradition to recognize achievements of young students and their hard work.

Chief Guest, Dr. Anthony Evers, Deputy State Superintendent of DPI distributed award certificates to the graduates attending the ceremony. The following graduates at various levels of education were honored.  
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High School Graduates: Sadhana Murali, Madhuri Setaluri and Rucha Trivedi
Undergraduates: Shama Asit Patel and Saurabh Saluja
Ph D: Dhruv Sareen

 During the program AIA also conferred lifetime achievement awards to two individuals who contributed valuable services to the community. 

First recipient of these awards was Dr. Gurdip Brar.  
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Dr. Jeevan Palta highlighted why Dr. Brar was selected for lifetime achievement award.  Dr. Brar is an agricultural scientist who contributed his services to develop rootworm resistant corn variety.  His contribution has helped thousands of farmers in saving their crops.  Dr. Palta further mentioned that Dr. Brar has been instrumental in implementing AIA activities year after year.  His energy and enthusiasm to perform the task is commendable. 
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The second lifetime achievement award recipient was Rita Singh, the past AIA president.  Anuradha Palaparti, appreciated the achievements and contribution of Mrs. Singh, who is continuously involved in many public service activities such as children’s program, meal distribution, highway cleaning, AIA functions and so on for the benefit of the Indian community and community at large. 

Addressing the new graduates, chief guest Dr. Anthony Evers mentioned that this graduation leads them to embark on the journey of life.  Commending the diversity in the schools across the state and the nation he said that provides the opportunity to balance the growth of education.  He commended the program of AIA and mentioned that this kind of award for the graduates encourages them pursue higher education. 

Quoting the past issue of AIA newsletter, Dr. Evers said volunteers are the jewels of this nation.  Every year millions of people volunteer to extend their expertise and valuable services to make this nation a beautiful place to live. No matter where you live you will find volunteers working with open hearts for the sake of benefiting individuals, communities, and the nation. Volunteer services are part of education that keeps community a livable place for everyone.  He also mentioned that it is very essential to increase the global literacy to narrow the disparity of socio-economic levels of mankind.  He advised the young graduates to launch a career in the field they could do the best. This is one of the clues to success in their personal life and to make valuable contributions to the community, nation and the world. 
Following is the report and comparison of Graduation Banquet income and expenses for 2006 and 2007

Income 

2006

2007

Dinner Collections
$828.00
$835.00
Sponsors 

$430.00
$200.00
Total Receipts          $1,258.00        $1,035.00

Expenses

Dinner Expenses      $1,365.60  
$949.25
Certificates/Frames       $45.00 
  $78.00
MY DADIMA WEARS A SARI

Kashmira Sheth, a talented writer from India has her latest cartoon book published, which is now available on the book stores.  The cartoon book titled “My Dadima Wears a Sari”, a multigenerational pictorial story book offers a glimpse into the distinctive culture and customs of India, while reinforcing universal themes of love and the importance of family. 

 The story portrays every day life of an Indian family. Rupa's grandmother wears a beautiful sari. Dadima wears her saris around the house and around the town. Some are made of cotton and some are made of fine silk. Each is brightly colored and very beautiful. 

 “Don 't you ever want to wear a gray skirt and red blouse with round buttons like mommy or a green dress like me?” Rupa asks. But Dadima prefers to wear her [image: image28.jpg]


traditional saris. She shares with her young granddaughter all the wonderful things that saris can do-from becoming an umbrella in a rainstorm providing a deep pouch to carry seashells collected from the beach. Soon Rupa's own imagination is sparked as she envisions saris protecting her in the scary Jungle, bandaging up an injured knee, and holding a special secret for her and Dadima to share. 

 Mrs. Sheth’s other published books are Blue Jasmine, and Koyal Dark Mango Sweet.  Her next upcoming books are Keeping Corner, and paperback of Koyal Dark-Mango Sweet. Often she signs the book in Madison area book stores.  If you are interested please contact the bookstores for time and dates. 

Mrs. Sheth, we are proud of your talent and your contributions in signifying the true culture, values and traditions of India to the West.  Keep up your good work.
	Telugu Association Ugadi Celebrations
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The Madison Area Telugu Association celebrated the Telugu New Year, Ugadi, on March 24, 2007 at the Middleton High School Performance Arts Center. It was a grand affair, with a large number of attendees. The hosts and the guests enjoyed thoroughly. It was a perfect day with excellent atmosphere inside and out with kids everywhere, bright smiles lighting up the place.
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 Similar to their previous Ugadi celebrations, children surpassed themselves, exceeding even the high expectations set by the 2006 program. The celebrations started at 6PM, with introduction of Master of Ceremonies Sushma Aindla and Badri Lankella followed by Ugadi Panchanga Shravanam by Hemant Teegala. Many children performed excellent songs, classical, tollywood and regional dances.

The Madison Area Telugu Association Executive committee is proud for organizing such a large event so successfully. They hope for, and look forward to many more enjoyable events.




	Wisconsin Tamil Sangam (WITS)

invites you, your family and friends to celebrate

Tamil New Year (Sarvajit)

on Sunday, the 13th of May 2007 at Verona High School
Member: Adults: $6 

Member: Children 5yrs to 12yrs: $4 

Kids 5yrs & below: Free 
Non-Member: Adults: $8 

Non-Member: Children above 5yrs to 12yrs: $6
Contact:  Viji - 848 9473; Bala - 848 6780; Usha - 831 5307; Praba - 268 0240; 
Aparna - 226 8733; Anand - 203 5767; Jayaram - 246 2514 Pushpa - 845 2416

We request you to buy the tickets before May 6th to allow us time for planning the event. 

~ Mouth Watering food catered from a Local restaurant…


ADVERTISEMENTS
	



	Swagat
608-836-9399

707 N. High Point Rd.

Madison, WI 
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	Northern and Southern Indian Dishes, with a buffet at lunch and full dinner menu.
	

	[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



	Maharaja's 

Indian Grocery Store
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Next to Maharaja Restaurant at 1707 Thiereer Road, East Point Plaza
Madison, WI 53704
Indian Movie DVDs, Groceries and Fresh Vegetables

	Maharaja Odana (West) 
6713 Odana Road
Madison, WI 53719
Phone: (608) 833-1824
Fax: (608) 833-2657
	Maharaja Thiereer (East) 
1707 Thiereer Road, East Point Plaza
Madison, WI 53704
Phone: (608) 246-8525
Fax: (608) 246-8543
	

	Authentic Indian Cuisine!

Voted Best of Madison By Madison Magazine

Full range of Indian dishes - Stuffed breads, Tandoori, Chicken Tikka Masala, Dosa, Idli and other Curries
	


	RAKESH ARORA
(Certified Public Accountant)

3244 University Avenue

Suite 4

Madison, WI 53705

aroracpa@charter.net
Phone: 608 231 6177 Fax: 608 231 1613
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	LET YOUR CHILD AMAZE YOU

Kumon is a different kind of after-school learning program designed to help children master the basics of math and reading. 

It gives them the skills and confidence to succeed in school…. and beyond. 

	
	Monday, Thursday: 3:30 - 7:30 PM

Saturday: 11 AM - 1:30 PM
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	KATHY BURNETTE                         Madison West Kumon Center
Instructor

                   6504 ODANA ROAD K_burnette@charter.net               MADISON, WI 53719 www.kumon.com
Tel: 608-233-2419

	
	Junior Kumon from May 2007. 

Junior Kumon is a program for preschoolers of ages 3, 4, and 5 years.
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Randee Talwar, MBA, BS
                 Proprietor

                 Best Western

                 West Towne Suites
650 Grand Canyon Drive

Madison, WI 53719

(608) 833-4200 Fax (608) 833-5614
Email: randee@bwmadison.com

www.bestwestern.com/westtownesuites
Reservations call 1-800-847-7919

	MAHARANI GROCERIES

MOVIES and DVD

Snacks, Indian Sweets and Groceries, Fresh vegetables

6717 Odana Road

Madison, WI 53719

Phone: 608-827-7188

Fax: 608-827-7218
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK


	DURRANI LAW FIRM

Sardar N. Durrani 

Attorney-at-Law


	Maharani



Comfortable Maharani serves delicious Indian cuisine

Location:380 West Washington Ave.
Hours: Lunch buffet 11:30AM to 3 PM Dinner: 5 to 10 PM 
Price range: Brunch $7.95; appetizers $1 to $7.95; soups 2.50 to $3.50; Indian breads $1.95 to $4.95; main courses $7.95 to $16.95

	2880 Crinkle Root Dr,

Fitchburg, WI 53711

Phone: 608.276.5700

Fax: 608.276.5800


	[image: image15.jpg]



	

	Our attorneys handle all types of Visa Applications, such as Work Visas, Fiancée Visas, PERM Applications, Family Petitions, Permanent Residence, J-Waivers, Deportation Defense, Corporate/Business Transactions, Etc.

WWW.DURRANI.COM
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Association of Indians in America
Wisconsin Chapter

2007 Membership Form

_____Annual ($20.00 /Family)  

_____Associate ($10.00/Family- temporarily in Madison – Non Voting)

_____Life Membership ($300; Individual or Family)

Please Print

Last Name________________________________      First ______________________________________

Spouse’s Name_________________________________________________________________________

Street Address__________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________       ZIP Code__________________________________

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________________________________

Home Telephone Number_________________________________________________________________

Children’s Names and Ages__________________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to AIA and mail with this form to:
Vijay Setaluri, 22 N Woodmont Circle, Madison, WI, 53717

_______________________________________________________________________

From:

Anuradha Palaparti

8422 Elderberry Rd

Madison, WI 53717



























